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“Justice is the mother of all good deeds. The
concepts of conscience and honor come from

justice. A fair person will certainly think and ask
himself: “Why do I approve of the good deeds of
others, but I myself do not hasten to take part in

them?” Is this not evidence of his justice and
honesty? Is this not the beginning of good deeds?

... Do not lose your sense of justice, do not get
tired of doing good ”, - 

Abai Kunanbaev,“ Words of edification ”
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IntroductionIntroduction
In any society, a variety of mechanisms

are used to regulate life and relations
within the system. Law, rights, govern-
ment, and traditions – each has its place
and role, while common rules of conduct
and dispute resolution are clearly spelled
out in a number of relevant regulations
from the Constitution to the codes of
ethics for individual professions. As a
rule, legal evolution is a continuing social
process during which laws and  the rule
of law are enriched and supplemented
by necessary provisions for ensuring sus-
tainable development of society and
maintaining a sense of justice.

In the near future, the young genera-
tion of Kazakhstanis, (i.e. graduate stu-
dents entering higher education institu-
tions,) will become the key force behind
the evolution of the legal system in the
country. In secondary education pro-
grams, the issues of law are referenced
in “Self-awareness” courses in 5 - 7th
grades, and the “People. Society. Law”
course in the 9th grade. The selection of
learning trajectory depending on the fu-
ture professional course takes place in
9-10th grades; and the “Fundamentals
of Law” class is an elective course in 10-
11th grades.

To assess the understanding of the le-
gal system operation from the point of
view of high school graduates, the
Eurasian Center for Economics and Law
Research of the Narxoz University
School of Law and Public Policy con-

ducted a study "The Right of Future Gen-
erations", in which the researchers ana-
lyzed the knowledge of law of more than
150 school students of Kazakhstan. The
research was based on the essays of
students submitted to the International
Law Competition organized by the
School of Law and Public Policy in Jan-
uary - March 2020. The students were
asked to write an essay analyzing a
quote by a French writer Victor Hugo
“Right is just and true”. 

Since the students discussed the top-
ics of law, justice, human rights, and the
duties of the state in their coursework,
the team of the Eurasian Center for Eco-
nomic and Legal Studies of the School
of Law and Public Administration of the
University of Narxoz proposed studying
how the next generation understands
and connects such categories important
for the development of the individual and
the state. This study presents an analysis
of how this generation - secondary stu-
dents from all over the country - under-
stands the issues of law, justice, and the
role and place of the state in ensuring
the rights and freedoms of citizens.

We are pleased to share the results
with everyone who cares about the de-
velopment of education, compliance with
the law, the upbringing of the young gen-
eration of citizens of the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the future of the country
as a whole.
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Research Research 
MethodologyMethodology

Research methodology comprises the
tools for interpretation of narrative, such
as content analysis, structuring and com-
parative analysis.

At the first stage, researchers con-
ducted content analysis to identify the
key categories of legal discourse in the
school environment and determine the
connotation of concepts in each category
(positive or negative). At the second
stage, the Center’s experts determined
the structure of the study that best
demonstrates the views of students re-
garding law and justice. Based on the
content analysis, the following key cate-
gories for the study include “Theoretical
concepts”, “Legal documents”, “Per-
sons”, as well as “Events and phenom-
ena”.  The first category demonstrates
an understanding of the basic concepts

related to law and the state, the second
- awareness of regulatory documents,
and the third includes references to both
specific individuals and groups of people
whom students consider necessary to
mention in the context of law and justice.
The last category - “Events and Phenom-
ena” - reveals a subjective opinion on
the observance of law, human rights, and
the state of the legal system in the Re-
public of Kazakhstan. During the third
stage, comparative analysis, the re-
searchers conducted a detailed interpre-
tation of narrative following preliminary
categorization.  The research team has
intended to adhere to the principles of
unbiased, comprehensive, and fair de-
scription of the views and legal thinking
of students.
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Results of Results of 
Content-analysisContent-analysis

The content analysis allowed re-
searchers not only to identify the basic
research categories but also to deter-
mine the perception of each category on
the "negative-positive" scale, where
"negative" refers to the implementation
of categories in practice with the purpose
of violating the law, the rights and free-
doms of citizens, and "positive" refers to

their observance and protection. 
The role and influence of each cate-

gory on the sustainability of the legal sys-
tem of the Republic of Kazakhstan was
determined: large size circumference
around category reflects the high role
and influence, and small size – low im-
pact.
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The authors found that students per-
ceive the triad of “law-right-justice” as the
bases of the legal system of the Republic
of Kazakhstan. The“right” (‘ius’) category
appears as a very broad concept used
by different students to elaborate on both
their understanding of the entire legal
system of the country, and also of human
rights and other ideas. On the contrary,
there were no such dichotomies in the
definition of “law” and “justice”. Justice,
in turn, stands as the highest value for a
legal system with a 100 percent rate of
positive perception by students which
has a great influence on the stability of
the legal system. However, it was often
noted that justice is not always tri-
umphant, and the perpetrator is not al-
ways punished, but there was no doubt
that justice remains the highest value to
the country. “Law”, along with "justice”,
constitutes a pillar of a stable legal sys-
tem. However, since students encounter
violations of the law in everyday life and
media reports, they do not evaluate it as
a 100-percent positive category.

The “definite positive” category also
includes the terms “Constitution”, “re-
sponsibility” and “equality”. Virtually every
essay includes multiple mentions of the
Constitution, as well as of “responsibility”
(personal and legal). At the same time,
equality is mentioned once in each essay
in the context of “equality of all before
the law.”

A cluster of terms “freedom - force -
state - responsibility” is in the center of
the perception scale, which could be in-
dicative of the ambiguity of these notions
in daily life. For example, “force” is ap-
plied both to ensure the respect for the

rights, freedoms and laws, but also in re-
lation to violations; unlimited “freedom”
can lead to chaos; “the state” may not
always act in the interests of citizens;
and “responsibilities”, if neglected, de-
prive the legal system of meaning. For
these reasons, although each of these
terms is important in the expression of
opinions, they do not carry a definite pos-
itive or negative connotation. However,
we should mention that the term “state”,
while in the center of the scale, is men-
tioned by a majority of students as the
most important element in the functioning
of the legal system, the guarantor of ob-
servance of the law, the rights and free-
doms of citizens.

Three concepts – “money”, “power”
and “corruption” - received a clearly neg-
ative assessment. While “money” and
“power” are not negative categories per
se, according to the essays, they are
more often used to the detriment than to
a benefit. Still, they are not interpreted
as threatening the stability of the legal
system of Kazakhstan to the same de-
gree as corruption. The students have
emphasized the strong influence of cor-
ruption.
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Theoretical Theoretical 
ConceptsConcepts

In response to the essay prompt, “Con-
duct a well-reasoned analysis of Victor
Hugo’s quotation“ Law is all that is true
and fair,” the participants of the Olympiad
overwhelmingly attempted to describe
the division between law and justice.
Many of their essays answer the ques-
tions “is the law always fair?”, “Are all
equal before the law?”, “What is the
power of law?”  and other similar ques-
tions. 

Using content analysis of the essays,
basic terms were identified, - such as
law, justice, values, responsibility, free-
dom, human life, human rights, equality
and power. It is interesting to note that
student definitions of terms were not al-
ways drawn from established sources,
and often on the contrary, the authors
attempted to adapt the extensive defini-
tions to their own ideas, in a way that did
not distort the original meaning.

At the same time, the authors assigned
different priorities to each term differently.
Someone called laws the foundation of
the state, while others said that the foun-
dation of the state is justice. Some es-
says looked for answers in the past, re-
ferring to the historical Kazakh “biy” (a
system of judges and administrators)
and Middle Ages documents, while oth-
ers argued that everything necessary
was already written down in the Consti-
tution and regulatory documents of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, and citizens
could only comply with the prescribed
provisions.  Another subset of authors
argued that equality, rights and justice
will become a reality if the entire popula-
tion of the country follows the adopted
laws. Others recall that it is often difficult
for the law to withstand brute force,
money, and power.

““With regard to justice, the courts ofWith regard to justice, the courts of
the Kyrgyz (Kazakhs) are very dethe Kyrgyz (Kazakhs) are very de--

manding ... Justice - the presence of itmanding ... Justice - the presence of it
is most important” *is most important” *

* Sarsembayev, M. (2015). The Kazakh Khanate as the Sovereign State of the Medieval Epoch. Astana/Nur-Sultan:
Institute of Legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
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Law (lex)
For instance, the category of “law” (‘lex’) is perceived by students as the main reg-

ulator of social life or “incarnation of justice, lawful conduct”. However, it should be
noted that students often used the categories of “law” and “right” interchangeably,
treating them as identical notions. However, it is the “law” that is necessary for the
construction of a truly lawful state, where rights of citizens are protected, and their
duties are strictly regulated. 

For the majority of essay authors, the effect of the law takes place in two important
forms: “laws shall be observed” and “everyone is equal before the law”. However,
some authors cite popular proverbs and sayings, emphasizing that, in real life, the
law is not enforced in a way prescribed by legal acts. Such proverbs provided as ex-
amples include: “No need for law when you know the judge”, “Truth before God,
money before a judge”, and “Law is like a shaft of a cart, it points wherever you turn it
to”. Students often used the term “the letter of the law” as the antithesis of the generally
accepted notion of justice.

Right (ius)
The next category, “right” (‘ius’), has the broadest range of interpretations in all es-

says.  Analysis of essays demonstrates that the term “right” is often interchanged with
“law”, and its general meaning can vary from “standard of justice” to “aggregate
mandatory rules of conduct” and “higher power of the state”. Nevertheless, even such
a broad interpretation suggests that the younger generation is well aware of the
breadth and scope of legal regulation in society and considers the legal system as an
integral element of a successful state.  At the same time, students actively support
the study of the basics of law at school, emphasizing that all citizens of the Republic
of Kazakhstan must know their rights and fulfill their responsibilities.  

Indeed, when defining the category of “responsibilities”, the authors of the essay
clearly understand that they have not only the rights guaranteed by the state, but also
the duties, for which they carry a certain responsibility.
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Justice
Despite the fact that the notion of “justice” is regularly mentioned in the same sen-

tence as “law”, “right”, “traditions” and “state”, it is interpreted differently.  For instance,
one essay indicates that “justice” is identical to “law”, another calls it a moral rule, and
the third presents it as social value that arises in the development of society.  Despite
the above differences, a significant group  of authors perceives justice as the inevitable
adequate punishment of the perpetrator and retribution for the offense. Nevertheless,
it is necessary to point to the common opinion that legal punishment is not always
just, as, for example, in the case of mutilation or murder in self-defense.  This example
was mentioned in the essays of students more often than others.  

Another interesting example is mentioned by students with reference to “Zheti
Zhargy” (a set of traditional Kazakh laws). They refer to the fact that there used to be
a compensation for the murder of a woman or a man — 500 sheep for the murder of
a woman and 100 horses for a man, and note that compared this to the modern
criminal justice system , where the common practice of imprisoning criminals does
not benefit the state or offset their crimes  claiming that in many regards, compensation
at seems more just (Sarsembayev, 2015). In this example, the author  of the essay
raise the question of what the family of a murdered murderer receives from the pun-
ishment. Perhaps, they argue, legal punishment is not always just?

Human Rights
The category of “human rights” is often found in the narrative along with the concept

of “right”.  In some cases, there is no distinction between “right” as a system of norms
and “human rights” as a concept that includes freedoms and possibilities guaranteed
to every person.  Despite the fact that the suggested essay topic did not directly
concern human rights, when discussing the term “right” and its manifestations in
everyday life, students often turn to human rights as an indicator of the relationship
between a person and the state. Human rights are compared with a shield, and their
observance is often mentioned among the main tasks of the state.



Narxoz Law and Public Policy

11

Responsibility
Speaking of “responsibility”, many authors mention not only the equality of citizens

before the law, but also the mandatory responsibility for actions. Examples provided
by the students to support their opinion often carry two messages: either that the law
is not always fair, or indignation that the state (court) did not hold the guilty accountable.
At the same time, students clearly distinguish between such concepts as “legal liability”
and “personal responsibility”, the latter being mentioned 1.5 times more often in the
text - 27 against 18 according to the results of the content analysis.  

In other words, the key idea is that “a person should be responsible for their life and
actions, and if they do not know how, then the state will do it for them”.

Equality
The category “equality” is used exclusively in the context of “all are equal before

the law”.  This statement in one form or another can be observed in almost every
essay.  Equality is also closely linked to the value basis of rights and law in many es-
says.  For example, it is positioned both as a “prerequisite for justice” and as a concept
synonymous to justice. Students often point to shortcomings in ensuring equality.
Equality before the law is the most widely mentioned  problem in the legal system of
Kazakhstan (due to  corruption).

Force
The term “force” is used more often in a negative way than in a positive one.  Ac-

cording to students, forceful methods are more often used not to respect rights and
freedoms, but rather, on the contrary, to deny them or as part of  unjust (or illegal)
conduct.  This is absolutely unacceptable, and the authors unanimously advocate for
resolving issues within the legal realm.  To quote the students, “the time of the 90s
has passed, when everything was decided by force, the time has come for an educated
and fair generation”, “it doesn’t matter on whose side power is, it is important on
whose side is the right”.  Students use the term “force” with a positive connotation in
the context of “law holds the main force” and “the force is with the truth”.



Narxoz Law and Public Policy

12

Human Life
As for “human life”, according to the analysis, this category should have the highest

value for the state and should be protected by law.  Those few authors who mentioned
the issue of death penalty spoke out critically against it. They were confident it violated
the right to life, and that no one has the right to decide whether someone should live
or die. The essays do not provide a detailed or comprehensive analysis of why the
death penalty should be prohibited or why an individual’s life has the highest value.
For the authors, this situation seems a priori true, requiring no explanation.

Values
The category of “values”, as a rule, refers to the generally accepted moral and

ethical notions, such as “freedom”, “equality”, “respect”, “honesty”, “justice”, “human
rights”, “truth” and so on. Moreover, they are equally attributed both to the values of
the Kazakh people and global values, without a separation between them. .

Freedom
Finally, “freedom” is interpreted by students in a liberal way as a collective image of

all “freedoms” specified in the Constitution - freedom of speech, choice, movement,
etc.  A person, according to their views, is born free and should remain free, there are
no other interpretations.  At the same time, there is an understanding of the limitations
associated with the need to respect the rights of other people.
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Legal DocumentsLegal Documents
It is impossible to discuss the terms

right (‘ius’) and law (‘lex’) without quali-
tative analysis of the legal framework.
The analysis of essays shows that to-
day's students prepared for the contest
thoroughly and are well aware of the key
legal documents of the Republic of Kaza-
khstan and the provisions of the interna-
tional instruments related to human rights
and freedoms, social rights of citizens,
judiciary and form of government.

For instance, almost each essay
references the Constitution of the
Republic of Kazakhstan; a total of fifteen
articles are mentioned: Article 1, Article
5, Article 12, Article 14, Article 15, Article
16, Article 18, Article 20, Article 22,
Article 24, Article 29, Article 30, Article
34, Article 39, and Article 77. Special
attention is paid to the Constitutional Law
“On the State Symbols of the Republic of
Kazakhstan” with regard to its
implementation, since many authors
resent the ignorance of the rules of
treatment of the state symbols by
citizens. “Some citizens used the flag to
take out garbage; balconies often are
decorated with the coat of arms of the
Republic of Kazakhstan”, one student
said. 

References to the Criminal Code pro-
vide examples of punishments  for vari-
ous offences. At the same time, exam-
ples from the Criminal Code are provided
to describe the concept of equality and
justice. Authors often cite Article 174 of

the Criminal Code of Kazakhstan (incite-
ment to social, national, tribal, racial,
class or religious hatred) or Article 99
(murder) and Article 104 (intentional in-
fliction of medium-gravity harm to health)
in the context of the ambiguous interpre-
tations of self-defense principle. For ex-
ample, one of the authors considers that
“people should be able to defend them-
selves and even to kill the attacker when
threatened” and not go to prison after-
wards.

Among references international docu-
ments (declarations, conventions and
covenants), examples include: the 1789
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of
the Citizen of 1789, the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights (1948), the Con-
vention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (Eu-
ropean Convention on Human Rights,
1950), the Convention on the Political
Rights of Women (1953), the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights  (1966), the Convention on the
Rights of the Child (1989).

In general, we can conclude that
Kazakh schoolchildren are quite knowl-
edgeable about the articles of the Con-
stitution and the provisions of interna-
tional documents related to human rights
and freedoms, social rights of citizens,
the judicial system and the form of the
state.
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Articles of the Constitution

The most mentioned articles in the essay on the Constitution of the Republic of
Kazakhstan:

Article 1 - On the status of the Republic of Kazakhstan, its highest values and princi-
ples;

Article 5 - On ideological and political diversity;

Article 12 - On human rights and freedoms;

Article 14 - On the equality of everyone before the law and the court; on non-discrim-
ination;

Article 15 - On the right to life;

Article 16 - On personal freedom;

Article 18 - On privacy, personal and family secrets, protection of one's honor and dig-
nity;

Article 20 - On freedom of speech;

Article 22 - On freedom of conscience;

Article 24 - On the right to work and rest;

Article 29 - On the protection of health and medical care;

Article 30 - On the right to education;

Article 34 - On the obligation to comply with the Constitution and legislation of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan;

Article 39 - On the restriction of human rights and freedoms;

Article 77 - On the trial and independence of judges.
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PersonalitiesPersonalities
Researchers have examined refer-

ences to specific individuals separately
in order to understand who has authority
in matters of law, justice, morality and
ethics in the eyes of today's students.
Certainly, many outstanding philosophers
or jurists, such as Marcus Aurelius, John
Locke, Charles de Montesquieu, Jean-
Jacques Rousseau, Albert Camus,
Voltaire and Nietzsche were mentioned
solely for the decorative enrichment or a
brief excursion into history. In the same
vein, authors mentioned the Hammurabi
code of laws of the old Babylonian period
and the law of equivalent retaliation or
lex talionis (“an eye for an eye, a tooth
for a tooth”).

At the same time, students referred to
certain historical figures with respect and
recognition. Among writers, the essays
mention a war hero and writer Baurzhan
Momyshuly who created stories about
honor, duty and justice; an outstanding
Kazakh poet and educator Abai Kunan-
bayev; and Fyodor Dostoevsky, whose

“Crime and punishment” gave the stu-
dents much food for thought. Among the
defenders of law and justice, students
almost unanimously identify the Kazakh
biys (17-18th century) Tole Bi, Aiteke Bi
and Kazybek Bi who authored of the set
of Kazakh laws called “Zhety Zhargy”
(“Seven precepts”).

However, in discussing the court of
biys, students indicate that judges some-
times relied on the law, and sometimes
on social traditions and values. There is
no consensus about the procedure of the
court among the authors, but the identi-
ties of biys as such are perceived in a
positive way, as the embodiment of jus-
tice. Moreover, importantly, according to
the essays, respected members of soci-
ety have higher credibility as arbitrators
than members of the official judiciary.
However, students did not identify a sin-
gle contemporary individual whose views
and actions could provide moral guid-
ance. 

“People respected biys who solved the most complicated
cases without bias. Biys ruled on the case without prepara-
tion, a pen or writing. People were their judges. People did
not respect unjust biys or go to them. On the contrary, peo-
ple were memorizing the words of impartial biys. For that

reason, decisions of biys have reached our days, living
through the word of mouth”, reads one of the essay
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Tole Bi
Biy of the Senior  Zhuz  was an eloquent and wise states-
man of his time and adviser to Khan Tauke. He was known
as a fair judge who resolved complex cases between
zhuzes and other nations. At one time, he supported Khan
Tauke in his struggle for the formation of a single Kazakh
khanate and the centralization of power, and together with
other respected biys - Kazybek-bi and Aiteke-bi - he called
for the rallying of the Kazakh zhuzes to resist the Dzungar-
ian invasion.

Kazybek Bi
This wise biy of Middle Zhuz was a great speaker, public fig-
ure and ambassador. Kazybek-bi actively participated in state
affairs of domestic and foreign policy during the time of the
khans Tauke, Samek, Abilmambet and Abylay. Also, his ad-
vice was sought in resolving disputes and conflicts between
individuals and clans. Together with Tolebi bi and Ayteke bi,
he spoke and actively contributed to the unification of all
three Zhuzes and the organization of a nationwide struggle
against the Dzungarian invaders, and also supported the es-
tablishment of friendly ties with Russia..

Aiteke Bi
ВThe Great Kazakh Biy of the Younger Zhuz played a large
role in uniting the Kazakh people. He received an excellent
education, and at the age of 25 he was elected the main
beater of the Youngest Zhuz. He was also an assistant and
adviser to Khan Tauke. Together with Tole-bi and Kazybek-
bi, he took an active part in the formation of a certain balance
in foreign policy between the Dzungars and Russians.

Wikipedia.org

*

*

*
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Barlybek Sartanov

Abay Kunanbayev
Abay Kunanbayev was a great Kazakh poet, founder of Kazakh
written literature, philosopher and public figure. Abay advocated
a rapprochement with European culture on the basis of enlight-
ened Islam. The author of more than 170 poems and 56 trans-
lations, the poem “Words of edification” (“Kara szzder”) and
many musical works. The life of the great poet and enlightener
is immortalized in the epic novel by Mukhtar Auezov “The Way
of Abai”.

Bauyran Momyshuly
Bauyran Momyshuly was a national hero of Kazakhstan and of
the Soviet Union, as well as a Panfilovets  and writer. In his
works, Bauyrzhan Momyshuly addressed the young generation
with stories of duty, courage, friendship and love for the mother-
land. The personal qualities of Momyshuly described in the story
of Alexander Beck “Volokolamsk Highway” were admired by
Erenesto Che Guevara and Fidel Castro, with whom Momyshuly
was personally acquainted.

Barlybek Sartanov was the first professional Kazakh lawyer and
a public figure who advocated for Kazakhstan's political inde-
pendence within the Russian Empire. Many of his ideas on equal
rights, electiveness, and the return of previously torn away
Kazakh lands formed the basis of the Alash party's program in-
stallations.

* Image from Wikipedia.org
** Image from the website of the Committee of Legal Statistics and Special Records of the Prosecutor General of the Republic of Kazakhstan http://pravstat.prokuror.gov.kz/
*** Image from the site of the Alash project of the East Kazakhstan Regional Universal Library named after Abay http://alash.semeylib.kz/

**

***

*
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Events and CasesEvents and Cases
To confirm their views on the function-

ing of the legal system in the Republic of
Kazakhstan or to demonstrate contradic-
tions in the law-justice dichotomy, the au-
thors referred to a number of historical
events. For example, examples of gross
human rights violations in the world his-
tory included serfdom in the Russian Em-
pire in the 15-18th centuries, or slavery
in the United States in the 17-19th cen-
turies. Negative examples from the
Kazakh history included the elimination
of the traditional Kazakh right to tribal
encampments in the accession of Kaza-
khstan to the Russian Empire, collec-
tivization, and repression in the Soviet
Union. Positive historical examples often
mentioned the court of biys in the Kazakh
steppe and the 1995 constitutional ref-
erendum in the Republic of Kazakhstan
in 1995.

At the same time, examples illustrated
the attitude of citizens of today’s Kaza-
khstan towards law and rights. In many
ways, they concerned the relationship
between the citizen and the state in
which the citizen, in their opinion, is in a
much more vulnerable position. For ex-
ample, one essay mentions a case of
domestic violence, in which a stepfather
was abusing a young woman’s mother
for 9 years impunity from prosecution by
law enforcement bodies. During one of
such episodes, the girl stabbed and killed
the stepfather with a knife; the court sen-
tenced her 10 years in prison for murder.

The author, however, argues that there
was self-defense, and the court should
have exhibited leniency, which would, in
turn, be legal and just. 

Another example mentioned “a man
who went out with a blank poster and
was taken into custody” referring to the
exercise of constitutional rights (likely
with regard to the incident involving an
activist Aslan Sagutdinov in Uralsk in
May 2019). An author of another essay
resented the plans to implement a “se-
curity certificate” in Kazakhstan in 2019
as a violation of Article 18 of the Consti-
tution of the Republic of Kazakhstan and
the human right to secrecy of correspon-
dence and private life. 

Another situation that was mentioned
involved two ethnic Kazakhs (Chinese
citizens) who illegally crossed the state
border between Kazakhstan and China
in 2019. Author admits that it would be
legal to convict and deport them back to
China, but indicates that it would never
be just given the reports about the op-
pression of ethnic minorities in China.

The authors also note the case of Mak-
sat Usenov, who, in 2013, hit six people
in Almaty, one of which died from his in-
juries. The case ended with the reconcil-
iation of the parties and the culprit was
released. Here, school children cannot
understand where justice is, and the law
is, because in fact a person died and no
one was held responsible.
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As for the cases, the mention of the
death penalty, everywhere it happens in
a negative way. So, for example, it is de-
scribed as an unacceptable phenomenon
that violates the right to life. Also, the
moratorium on the death penalty is fa-
vorably noted: one author emphasizes
that in Kazakhstan a moratorium pro-
motes the observance of the human right
to life.

Examples in the category “Violence
against children” deserve a special men-
tion. The rights of the child are not fre-
quently mentioned in the essays; often,
these are references to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child and related
commitments. In two cases, the authors
cite examples of domestic violence
(against a mother and a child), calling it
unacceptable and supporting the punish-
ment in such cases. It is important to
note the low number of specific examples
in the essays, so the mention of violence
in this case is significant for an under-
standing of the views of students.

Another important notion was corrup-
tion in Kazakhstan. Students noted both
positive and negative aspects of the fight
against corruption. Among positive as-
pects, they recall the case of Talgat Er-

megiyaev, former chairman of the na-
tional company “Astana EXPO-2017”,
who was convicted in 2016 to 14 years
in prison for large-scale theft of property,
or the case of Serik Akhmetov, former
Prime Minister of Kazakhstan, who was
sentenced in 2015 to 10 years in prison
on charges of corruption (released in
2017 on parole). In addition, the morato-
rium on the death penalty was mentioned
in a positive light. One of the authors
notes that the moratorium in Kazakhstan
contributes to the protection of the right
to life.

Negative examples often represent a
collective image of personal observation
and experiences. Essays mention “cor-
ruption and clan-based governance”,
“widespread corruption and abuse by law
enforcement and judicial authorities,” “of-
ten, the state does not protect human
rights, but rather, the person has to de-
fend their rights from the state and spe-
cialized agencies”. Students also noted
that “in terms of political and civil liberties,
Kazakhstan is in 173rd place”, and “pun-
ishment for embezzlement of public
funds is often minimal or nonexistent,
while one can do real time for stealing a
chicken”.

“Legal consolidation of the law is not enough“Legal consolidation of the law is not enough
... the state must ensure and guarantee its... the state must ensure and guarantee its

observance,” one of the authors of the essayobservance,” one of the authors of the essay
writes confidently.writes confidently.
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Students consider law to be the basis of society, but on the condi-
tion that both the public and the state respect the law. Everyone
should be equal before the law;

ConclusionConclusion
To conclude, the study provides  a relatively comprehensive overview  of the views

of modern young people towards justice and functioning of the legal system of the
Republic of Kazakhstan. Below is a  summary of key findings:

55

44

33

22

11
Authors of the essays often separate "law" and "justice", believing
that the principle of justice sometimes requires a more flexible ap-
proach in the application of law. They have no criticism towards
the content of legal documents, but they question their interpreta-
tion and application in different situations or towards a specific in-
dividual;

Equality is an important concept for students; they strongly sup-
port the principle of equality before the law;

Authors do not draw a clear distinction between the concepts of
“right” (‘ius’) and “human rights”, while they pay a lot of attention
to the notion of human rights and safeguards for their protection,
which indicates the importance of the concept for students, but
the lack of a clear knowledge base regarding the issue;

Students want to have their voice heard and seek to participate in
major national processes, at least through the referendum process;



References to legal documents of the Republic of Kazakhstan
are limited to two sources, (i.e. the Constitution of the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the Criminal Code.) At the same time, students
in their essays discuss issues from various fields regulated by a
wide range of legislative acts of Kazakhstan.  Such a choice may
indicate that the teaching and coverage of the legal system is
narrowly focused on the fundamental law and criminal law; it is,
therefore, limited and gives an incomplete picture of the relation-
ship between the state and citizens.

88

77

66

99

In analyzing  the standard of justice, students turn to the traditional
embodiment of justice, namely the biys - Tole Bi, Aiteke Bi and
Kazybek Bi - and the system of traditional law of the Kazakh peo-
ple;

Many authors expressed discontent over the authorities' counter-
action to protests and rallies, as well as over attempts to strengthen
control over the information sphere (the “security protocol”);

Corruption, especially by government officials and law enforcement
agencies, is often mentioned by students as an example of human
rights violations, abuse of power and crime, which remains the
main point of concern and reasons for lack of trust in the govern-
ment;
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